
 
C.2 Plant Species Observed 

  



APPENDIX C-2 – PLANT SPECIES OBSERVED 
 

Plant Species Observed Within the Vegetation Study Area 

Latin Name Common Name Abundance Voucher 

VASCULAR PLANTS     

FILICALES FERN FAMILIES (SEVERAL INCLUDED TOGETHER)  

 Marsilea vestita  Hairy cloverfern Scarce 4,342 

CUPRESSACEAE CYPRESS FAMILY   

 Cupressus sp.   Unid. cypress Uncommon  

 Juniperus californica  California juniper Common  

EPHEDRACEAE EPHEDRA FAMILY   

 Ephedra nevadensis (?)  Desert tea Uncommon  

 Ephedra viridis  Green ephedra Occasional  

PINACEAE PINE FAMILY   

* Pinus sp.  Unid. ornamental Uncommon  

 Pinus monophylla  Pinyon pine Common  

ANACARDIACEAE CASHEW FAMILY   

 Toxicodendron diversilobum  Poison oak Uncommon  

APIACEAE CELERY FAMILY   

* Conium maculatum  Poison hemlock Uncommon  

APOCYNACEAE DOGBANE FAMILY   

* Nerium oleander  Ornamental oleander Uncommon  

ASCLEPIADACEAE MILKWEED FAMILY   

 Asclepias fascicularis  Narrow-leaved milkweed Uncommon  

ASTERACEAE ASTER FAMILY   

 Acamptopappus sphaerocephalus Desert goldenhead Uncommon 4,757 

 Ambrosia acanthicarpa  Annual sandbur Occasional  

 Artemisia douglasiana  Douglas mugwort Occasional  

 Artemisia dracunculus  Tarragon Occasional  

 Artemisia ludoviciana  Western mugwort Occasional  

 Artemisia tridentata  Great Basin sagebrush Common  

 Baccharis salicifolia  Mulefat Occasional  

 Brickellia californica  Calif. brickellbush Uncommon  

 Calycoseris parryi  Yellow tackstem Scarce 1,571 

* Centaurea melitensis  Tocalote Uncommon  

 Chaenactis glabriscula  Yellow pincushion Uncommon 1,597 

 Chaenactis steveioides  Broad-flowered pincushion Occasional 1,567 

* Chamomilla suaveolens  Pineapple weed Uncommon 1,580 

   (Matricaria matricarioides)     

 Chrysothamnus nauseosus  Common rabbitbrush Occasional  

 Cirsium occidentale  California thistle Scarce 4,759 
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   var. californicum (?)     

* Cirsium vulgare  Bull thistle Uncommon  

* Conyza bonariensis  Flax-leaved horseweed Uncommon  

 Conyza canadensis  Horseweed Uncommon  

 Coreopsis bigelovii  Bigelow coreopsis Uncommon 1,599 

 Encelia actoni  Acton brittlebush Occasional  

 Ericameria cooperi   Cooper goldenbush Uncommon 1,625 

 Ericameria linearifolia  Narrowleaf goldenbush Uncommon  

 Eriophyllum confertiflorum  Golden yarrow Uncommon  

 Eriophyllum wallacei  Wallace's woolly daisy Uncommon  

 Gnaphalium canescens  Perennial cudweed Uncommon  

* Gnaphalium luteo-album  Pearly everlasting Scarce  

 Gnaphalium palustre  Meadow everlasting Uncommon 1,568B 

 Gnaphalium stramenium  Cotton batting Uncommon 4,782 

 Gutierrezia sarothrae  Common matchweed Occasional  

 Heterotheca grandiflora  Telegraph weed Uncommon  

 Hymenoclea salsola  Cheesebush Uncommon 1,646 

* Lactuca serriola  Prickly lettuce Scarce  

 Lasthenia californica  California goldfields Uncommon  

 Layia glandulosa  White tidy tips Uncommon 1,588 

 Lepidospartum squamatum  Scalebroom  Occasional  

 Lessingia filaginifolia  Chaparral aster Occasional  

   (Corethrogyne filaginifolia)     

 Microseris lindleyi (M. linearifolia, Silver puffs Uncommon 1,631 

    Uropappus lindleyi)     

 Nicolletia occidentalis  Hole-in-the-sand plant Scarce 4,773 

 Rafinesquia californica  Calif. chicory Uncommon  

 Senecio flaccidus v. douglasii  Sand-wash butterweed Uncommon 4,766 

* Sonchus asper  Prickly sow-thistle Occasional  

* Sonchus oleraceus  Common sow thistle Uncommon  

 Stephanomeria exigua   Wreath plant Uncommon  

 Stephanomeria pauciflora  Wire-lettuce Uncommon  

 Stephanomeria virgata  Wreath plant Uncommon  

 Stylocline gnaphalioides  Everlasting nest-straw Scarce  

 Stylocline psilocarphoides   Perk's nest-straw Scarce 1,618 

 Syntrichopappus fremontii  Freemont's syntrchopappus Uncommon 1,622 

** Syntrichopappus lemmonii   Lemmon's syntrichopappus Scarce 1,563 

 Tetradymia comosa  Hairy horsebrush Uncommon  

 Tetradymia spinosa (?)  Cottonthorn Uncommon 1,645 

 Xanthium strumarium  Cocklebur Uncommon  
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 Xylorhiza tortifolia  Mojave aster Scarce  

   (Machaeranthera tortifolia)     

BETULACEAE BIRCH FAMILY   

 Alnus rhombifolia  White alder Uncommon  

BORAGINACEAE BORAGE FAMILY   

 Amsinckia tessellata  Checker fiddleneck Occasional  

 Cryptantha barbigera  Bearded cryptantha Uncommon 1,568A 

 Cryptantha circumscissa  Cushion cryptantha Uncommon 1,628 

 Cryptantha decipiens    Gravelbar cryptantha Scarce 1,587B 

 Cryptantha muricata  Prickly cryptantha Occasional 1,587A 

 Cryptantha nevadensis var. rigida Nevada cryptantha Uncommon 1,644 

 Cryptantha oxygona  Sharpnut cryptantha Uncommon 1,603 

 Cryptantha pterocarya  Winged cryptantha Scarce 1,592 

 Heliotropium curassavicum  Salt heliotrope Occasional  

 Pectocarya linearis   Comb-bur Uncommon 1,649 

 Pectocarya setosa  Comb-bur Uncommon  

 Plagiobothrys arizonicus  Arizona popcornflower Uncommon 1,574 

BRASSICACEAE MUSTARD FAMILY   

 Arabis pulchra  Beautiful rock-cress Uncommon  

* Brassica geniculata  Short-pod mustard Uncommon  

   (Hirschfeldia incana)     

 Descurainia pinnata  Tansy mustard Scarce 1,569 

 Descurainia sophia  Flixweed, tansy mustard Uncommon 1,593 

 Lepidium fremontii  Fremont pepper-grass Uncommon  

 Rorippa curvisiliqua (?)  Western yellow-cress Scarce 4,761 

 Rorippa nasturtium-aquaticum  Water-cress Uncommon  

 Rorippa sphaerocarpa  (?)  Round fruited yellow-cress Scarce 4,785 

* Sisymbrium officinale    Hedge mustard Uncommon  

* Sisymbrium irio  London rocket Uncommon  

 Stanleya pinnata  Prince's plume Uncommon  

 Thysanocarpus lacinatus  Fringe-pod Uncommon 1,586 

CACTACEAE CACTUS FAMILY   

* Opuntia basilaris   Short-jointed beavertail cactus    Scarce 4,775 

     var. brachyclada         

 Opuntia basilaris var. basilaris  Common beavertail cactus Occasional  

 Opuntia echinocarpa  Silver cholla Uncommon  

CAMPANULACEAE BELLFLOWER FAMILY   

 Nemacladus longiflorus   Long flowered thread plant Scarce 1,623A 

    var. breviflorus     

 Nemacladus sigmoideus  Small flowered thread plant Scarce 1,623B 
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CARYOPHYLLACEAE CARNATION FAMILY   

 Minuartia douglasii  Douglas sandwort Scarce 1,564 

CHENOPODIACEAE GOOSEFOOT FAMILY   

 Atriplex canescens  Four-winged saltbush Occasional  

* Chenopodium album (?)  Common goosefoot Uncommon  

 Chenopodium berlandieri  Pit seed goosefoot Uncommon  

* Chenopodium botrys  Jerusalem oak goosefoot  Uncommon 4,333 

 Chenopodium californicum  California goosefoot Uncommon  

* Chenopodium murale  Nettle-leaved goosefoot Uncommon  

 Grayia spinosa  Spiny hop-sage Occasional 1,583 

* Salsola tragus  Russian thistle, tumbleweed Uncommon  

CRASSULACEAE STONECROP FAMILY   

 Dudleya lanceolata  Lance-leaved dudleya Uncommon 1,590 

CUCURBITACEAE CUCUMBER FAMILY   

 Marah fabacea    California man-root Scarce 1,619 

CUSCUTACEAE DODDER FAMILY   

 Cuscuta sp.   Unid. witch's hair Uncommon  

DATISCACEAE DATISCA FAMILY   

 Datisca glomerata  Durango root Scarce 4,343 

ERICACEAE MANZANITA FAMILY   

 Arctostaphylos glauca  Bigberry manzaniga Uncommon 1,582 

EUPHORBIACEAE SPURGE FAMILY   

 Chamaesyce albomarginata  Rattlesnake spurge Occasional  

   (Euphorbia albomarginata)     

FABACEAE PEA FAMILY   

* Albizia julibrissin  Silktree Uncommon  

 Astragalus didymocarpus  Dwarf locoweed Scarce 1,626 

 Lotus humistriatus  Hill lotus Scarce 1,632 

 Lotus scoparius  Deerweed Uncommon  

 Lotus strigosus  Strigose lotus Uncommon 1,620 

 Lupinus bicolor  Miniature lupine Uncommon  

 Lupinus concinnus  Sand lupine Uncommon  

 Lupinus sparsiflorus   Coulter lupine Uncommon 1,594 

* Melilotus alba  White sweet-clover Occasional  

* Parkinsonia aculeata  Mexican palo verde Scarce 4,788 

* Robinia pseudoacacia  Black locust Uncommon  

 Trifolium microcephalum  Maiden clover Scarce 4,777 

 Trifolium willdenovii  Valley clover Uncommon 4,776 

 Trifolium sp.  Unid. clover Scarce 4,764 

GENTIANACEAE GENTIAN FAMILY   
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 Centaurium exaltatum  Desert centaury Uncommon 4,338 

GERANIACEAE GERANIUM FAMILY   

* Erodium cicutarium  Red-stemmed filaree Uncommon  

HYDROPHYLLACEAE WATERLEAF FAMILY   

 Emmenanthe penduliflora  Whispering bells Uncommon  

 Eridictyon trichocalyx  Yerba santa Occasional 1,610 

 Eucrypta chrysanthemifolia  Common eucrypta Uncommon  

 Nemophila menziesii  Baby blue-eyes Uncommon  

 Phacelia cryptantha  Limestone phacelia Uncommon 1,566 

 Phacelia distans  Common phacelia Occasional  

 Phacelia imbricata  Broad-sepaled phacelia Uncommon 1,589 

 Phacelia longipes  Longstalk phacelia Uncommon 1,595 

 Pholistoma membranaceum  White fiesta-flower Scarce 1,575 

 Turricula parryi  Poodle bush Occasional 4,758 

LAMIACEAE MINT FAMILY   

 Salazaria mexicana  Bladder sage, paper bag bush   Occasional 1,641 

 Salvia columbariae  Chia Occasional  

 Salvia dorrii (S. carnosa)  Blue desert sage Occasional 1,562 

 Stachys albens  White hedge-nettle Uncommon 4,786 

 Stachys ajugoides (incl. S. rigida) Hedge nettle Scarce  

LOASACEAE STICK-LEAF FAMILY   

 Mentzelia veatchiana   Veatch's stick-leaf Uncommon 1,600 

MELIACEAE MAHOGANY FAMILY   

* Melia azedarach  China berry Uncommon  

NYCTAGINACEAE FOUR O'CLOCK FAMILY   

 Mirabilis laevis  Desert wishbone bush Uncommon  

OLEACEAE OLIVE FAMILY   

 Forestiera pubescens  Desert olive Uncommon  

ONAGRACEAE EVENING PRIMROSE FAMILY   

 Camissonia boothii   Shredding evening primrose Uncommon 4,779 

    ssp. decorticans     

 Camissonia campestris (?)  Field evening primrose Uncommon 1,621 

 Camissonia pallida   Pale suncup Scarce 1,647 

 Epilobium brachycarpum  Summer cottonweed Uncommon  

   (E. paniculatum)     

 Epilobium canum  California fuchsia Uncommon  

   (Zauschnaria californica)     

 Epilobium ciliatum  Willow-herb Occasional  

 Epilobium densiflorum (?)  Dense-flowere willow-herb Scarce 4,334 

 Oenothera californica  California evening primrose Uncommon  
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OROBANCHACEAE BROOMRAPE FAMILY   

 Orobanche californica ssp. feudgei California broomrape Uncommon 1,605 

PAPAVERACEAE POPPY FAMILY   

 Eschscholzia californica  Calif. poppy Uncommon  

 Eschscholzia minutiflora  Small-flowered poppy Scarce 1,624 

 Platystemon californicus  Cream cups Scarce 1,635 

PLATANACEAE SYCAMORE FAMILY   

 Platanus racemosa  California sycamore Uncommon  

POLEMONIACEAE PHLOX FAMILY   

 Eriastrum densifolium   Perennial woolly-star Uncommon 4,767 

    ssp. densifolium     

 Eriastrum sapphirinum  Sapphire woollystar Uncommon 1,613 

 Gilia brecciarum  Nevada gilia Scarce 1,638 

 Gilia splendens  Splendid gilia Uncommon 1,596 

 Gilia sp.  Unid. gilia Scarce 1,601 

 Leptodactylon californicum  California prickly-phlox Scarce  

 Linanthus aureus  Golden linanthus Scarce 1,642 

 Linanthus bigelovii    Biglow's linanthus Uncommon 1,636 

 Linanthus parryae  Parry's linanthus Uncommon 1,627 

 Loeseliastrum matthewsii  Desert calico Scarce 1,648 

POLYGONACEAE BUCKWHEAT FAMILY   

 Centrostegia thurberi  Thurber spineflower Uncommon 1,584 

    (Chorizanther thurberi)     

 Chorizanthe brevicornu  Brittle spine-flower Uncommon  

 Chorizanthe staticoides  Turkish rugging Occasional 1,617 

 Chorizanthe watsonii  Watson spineflower Uncommon  

 Chorizanthe xanti var. xanti  Riverside spineflower Uncommon 1,629 

 Eriogonum cithariforme var. agninum Cithara buckwheat  Uncommon 1,570 

 Eriogonum elongatum  Wand buckwheat Uncommon  

 Eriogonum pusillum  Puny buckwheat Uncommon 1,581 

 Eriogonum spp.   2 or more unidentified annuals   

* Polygonum arenastrum  Common knotweed Occasional  

   (P. aviculare)     

 Polygonum lapathifolium  Willow smartweed Occasional  

PORTULACACEAE PURSLANE FAMILY   

 Calyptridium monandrum  Common calyptridium Uncommon  

 Claytonia parviflora  Miner's lettuce Uncommon 1,606 

* Portulaca oleracea  Common purslane Uncommon  

RANUNCULACEAE BUTTERCUP FAMILY   

 Delphinium parishii  Parish larkspur Uncommon 1,561 
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ROSACEAE ROSE FAMILY   

 Purshia glandulosa  Desert bitterbrush Occasional  

RUBIACEAE COFFEE FAMILY   

 Galium angustifolium   Bedstraw Uncommon  

* Galium aparine  Goose grass Uncommon  

SALICACEAE WILLOW FAMILY   

 Populus fremontii  Fremont cottonwood Common  

 Salix exigua  Sandbar willow Occasional  

 Salix goodingii  Black willow Occasional  

 Salix laevigata  Red willow Occasional  

 Salix lasiolepis  Arroyo willow Occasional  

SAURACEAE LIZARD TAIL FAMILY   

 Anemopsis californica  Yerba mansa Uncommon  

SCROPHULARIACEAE SNAPDRAGON FAMILY   

 Castilleja linariifolia    Desert paintbrush Scarce  

 Castilleja minor ssp. spiralis  Lesser paintbrush Uncommon 4,336 

 Collinsia callosa    Desert collinsia Scarce 1,565 

 Mimulus cardinalis  Scarlet monkeyflower Occasional  

 Mimulus floribundus  Showy monkeyflower Uncommon 4,337 

 Mimulus guttatus  Seep monkeyflower Occasional  

* Mimulus johnstonii   Johnston's monkeyflower Scarce 1,572 

 Mimulus moschatus  Musk monkeyflower Uncommon 4,335 

 Mimulus parishii  Parish's monkey-flower Scarce 4,770 

 Mimulus pilosus  Downy monkey-flower Uncommon  

 Penstemon centranthifolius  Scarlet bugler Uncommon  

* Verbascum virgatum  Wand muellin Occasional 4,765 

 Veronica americana  American brooklime Scarce  

* Veronica anagallis-aquatica (?)  Water speedwell Uncommon  

SIMAROUBACEAE QUASSIA FAMILY   

* Ailanthus altissima  Tree of heaven Scarce  

SOLANACEAE NIGHTSHADE FAMILY   

 Datura wrightii (D. meteloides)  Jimsonweed Occasional  

 Lycium andersonii  Anderson thornbush Uncommon  

 Lycium cooperi  Peach desert thorn Uncommon  

* Nicotiana glauca  Tree tobacco Uncommon  

* Solanum elaeagnifolium    Silver-leaf nightshade Uncommon 4,789 

TAMARICACEAE TAMARISK FAMILY   

 Tamarix ramosissima  Mediterranean tamarisk Occasional  

URTICACEAE NETTLE FAMILY   

 Urtica dioica ssp. holosericea  Stinging nettle Uncommon  
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VERBENACEAE VERVAIN FAMILY   

 Verbena bracteata  Bracted verbena Occasional 4,762 

 Verbena lasiostachys   Western verbena Uncommon  

VISCACEAE MISTLETOE FAMILY   

 Phoradendron densum  Leafy juniper mistletoe Uncommon  

 Phoradendron macrophyllum  Mistletoe (on sycamore or Uncommon  

ZYGOPHYLLACEAE CALTROP FAMILY   

 Larrea tridentata  Creosote bush Common  

* Tribulus terrestris  Puncture vine Uncommon  

CYPERACEAE SEDGE FAMILY   

 Carex alma (?)  Sturdy sedge Uncommon 4,339 

 Carex fracta (?)  Fragile-sheathed sedge Uncommon 4,781 

 Carex praegracilis  Clustered field-sedge Occasional  

 Carex senta (?)  Rough sedge Uncommon 4,340 

* Cyperus difformis (?)  Variable flatsedge Scarce 4,769 

 Cyperus eragrostis  Tall umbrella sedge Uncommon  

 Eleocharis parishii  Parish spike-sedge Uncommon 4,770 

 Scirpus microcarpus  Small-fruited bulrush Uncommon  

JUNCACEAE RUSH FAMILY   

 Juncus sp. (1 or more unid. spp.)   4,344 

 Juncus arcticus (incl. vars.   Wire-grass Uncommon  

    balticus and mexicanus)     

 Juncus bufonius   Toad rush Occasional  

 Juncus macrophyllus  Long-leaved rush Uncommon 1,585 

 Juncus rugulosus  Wrinkled rush Uncommon 4,345 

 Juncus tiehmii  Nevada rush Uncommon 4,331 

 Juncus xiphioides  Iris-leaved rush Occasional 4,346 

LILIACEAE LILY FAMILY   

 Allium fimbriatum var. fimbriatum Fringed onion Scarce 1639 

 Bloomeria crocea  Golden stars Scarce  

 Calochortus kennedyi  Kennedy's mariposa lily Scarce 1,643 

 Dichelostemma capitata  Wild hyacinth, bluedicks Uncommon  

    (Brodiaea pulchella)     

 Yucca brevifolia  Joshua tree Occasional  

 Yucca whipplei  Chaparral yucca Occasional  

   (Hesperoyucca whipplei)     

POACEAE GRASS FAMILY   

 Agrostis exarata  Western bentgrass Occasional 4,787 

* Agrostis viridis (A. semiverticillata) Water bentgrass Uncommon  

* Avena fatua  Wild oat Scarce  
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* Bromus diandrus  Ripgut brome Occasional  

* Bromus hordeaceus (B. mollis)  Soft chess Uncommon  

* Bromus madritensis   Red brome Occasional  

    ssp. rubens (B. rubens)     

* Bromus tectorum  Cheat grass Occasional  

* Cynodon dactylon  Bermuda grass Uncommon  

 Distichlis spicata  Saltgrass Uncommon  

 Elymus elymoides  Bottlebrush squirreltail Uncommon  

   (Sitanion hystrix v. hystrix)     

* Hordeum murinum  Hare barley Uncommon  

* Leptochloa uninervia  Sprangletop Uncommon 4,768 

 Melica imperfecta  Common melic Uncommon  

* Stipa milaceum (Piptatherum m.) Smilo grass Uncommon  

* Poa annua  Annual bluegrass Uncommon  

* Poa pratensis  Kentucky bluegrass Occasional  

 Poa secunda  Nodding bluegrass Occasional  

* Polypogon monspeliensis  Rabbitfoot grass Occasional  

* Schismus barbatus  Mediterranean schismus Occasional  

 Stipa hymenoides (Oryzopsis  Indian ricegrass Uncommon  

   hymenoides, Achnatherum hymenoides)   

 Stipa speciosa  Desert needlegrass Uncommon  

   (Achnatherum speciosum)     

 Vulpia microstachys  Annual fescue Uncommon 1,602 

   (Festuca microstachys, F. reflexa, F. pacifica, F. confusa)   

* Vulpia myuros (Festuca myuros,  Annual fescue Uncommon  

   F. megalura)     

TYPHACEAE CATTAIL FAMILY   

 Typha domingensis  Slender cattail Uncommon  

 Typha latifolia  Broad-leaved cattail Occasional  

ZANNICHELLIACEAE HORNED PONDWEED FAMILY 4,341 

 Zannichellia palustris  Horned pondweed Scarce  

Alien species are indicated by asterisk, special status species indicated by two asterisks. This list includes only species observed within the 
Vegetation Study Area. Others may have been overlooked or unidentifiable due to season. Plants were identified using keys, descriptions, 
and illustrations in Abrams (1923-1951), Hickman (1993), and Munz (1974). Taxonomy and nomenclature generally follow Hickman. 
Vouchers, indicated by Justin Wood's collection numbers, will be deposited at Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden. 
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